THE TRAVELS OF IBN BATTUTA DBQ
Document 1

A native of Tangier in North Africa, Ibn Battuta traveled for 27 years.
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                     Ibn Battuta’s Travels
                                                                                                                      Marco Polo’s Travels


1a Compare the travels of Ibn Battuta to Marco Polo who traveled about a century before him. What general 

     areas did they both travel to and which general areas are different?


____________________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________________

1b  What region of the world did Ibn Battuta spend most of his time? 


____________________________________________________________________________________
Document 2 

The following is an excerpt from the diary of Ibn Battuta’s travels.

	I left Tangier, my birthplace, on Thursday, 2nd Rajab 725 [June 14, 1325], being at that time twenty-two years of age [22 lunar years; 21 and 4 months by solar reckoning], with the intention of making the Pilgrimage to the Holy House [at Mecca] and the Tomb of the Prophet [at Medina]. 

I set out alone, finding no companion to cheer the way with friendly intercourse, and no party of travellers with whom to associate myself. Swayed by an overmastering impulse within me, and a long-cherished desire to visit those glorious sanctuaries, I resolved to quit all my friends and tear myself away from my home. As my parents were still alive, it weighed grievously upon me to part from them, and both they and I were afflicted with sorrow. 


2a  What are the intentions of Ibn Battuta’s trip?  Why do you think he wants to do this?


____________________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________________

Document 3
The following is an excerpt from the diary of Ibn Battuta’s travels.
	The cleanliness of the people of Mecca 
The Meccans are very elegant and clean in their dress, and most of them wear white garments, which you always see fresh and snowy. They use a great deal of perfume and kohl and make free use of toothpicks of green arak-wood. The Meccan women are extraordinarily beautiful and very pious and modest. They too make great use of perfumes to such a degree that they will spend the night hungry in order to buy perfumes with the price of their food. They visit the mosque every Thursday night, wearing their finest apparel; and the whole sanctuary is saturated with the smell of their perfume. When one of these women goes away the odour of the perfume clings to the place after she has gone. 




3a What impresses Battuta about Meccans?

____________________________________________________________________________________

3b What do Meccans wears to the mosque? Why do you think that is?


____________________________________________________________________________________

Document 4

The following is an excerpt from the diary of Ibn Battuta’s about his stay in Walata, a small oasis town in modern Mauitania, Africa.

	Life at Walata 
. . . these people are Muslims, punctilious in observing the hours of prayer, studying books of law, and memorizing the Koran. Yet their women show no bashfulness before men and do not veil themselves, though they are assiduous in attending the prayers. Any man who wishes to marry one of them may do so, but they do not travel with their husbands, and even if one desired to do so her family would not allow her to go. 

The women there have "friends" and "companions" amongst the men outside their own families, and the men in the same way have "companions" amongst the women of other families. A man may go into his house and find his wife entertaining her "companion" but he takes no objection to it. One day at Iwalatan I went into the qadi's house, after asking his permission to enter, and found with him a young woman of remarkable beauty. When I saw her I was shocked and turned to go out, but she laughed at me, instead of being overcome by shame, and the qadi [judge] said to me "Why are you going out? She is my companion." I was amazed at their conduct, for he was a theologian and a pilgrim [to Mecca] to boot. 


4a What things bother Ibn Battuta about the people?

____________________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________________

Document 5 

The following is an excerpt from the diary of Ibn Battuta from his visit to the Kingdom of Mali in Africa

	Ibn Battuta judges the character of the people of Mali 
Their piety 
On Fridays, if a man does not go early to the mosque, he cannot find a corner to pray in, on account of the crowd. It is a custom of theirs to send each man his boy [to the mosque] with his prayer-mat; the boy spreads it out for his master in a place befitting him [and remains on it] until he comes to the mosque. Their prayer-mats are made of the leaves of a tree resembling a date-palm, but without fruit. 

Another of their good qualities is their habit of wearing clean white garments on Fridays. Even if a man has nothing but an old worn shirt, he washes it and cleans it, and wears it to the Friday service. Yet another is their zeal for learning the Koran by heart. They put their children in chains if they show any backwardness in memorizing it, and they are not set free until they have it by heart. I visited the qadi [judge] in his house on the day of the festival. His children were chained up, so I said to him, "Will you not let them loose?" He replied, "I shall not do so until they learn the Koran by heart." 

The nakedness of the women 
Among their bad qualities are the following. The women servants, slave-girls, and young girls go about in front of everyone naked, without a stitch of clothing on them. Women go into the sultan's presence naked and without coverings, and his daughters also go about naked. Then there is their custom of putting dust and ashes on their heads, as a mark of respect, and the grotesque ceremonies we have described when the poets recite their verses. Another reprehensible practice among many of them is the eating of carrion, dogs, and asses.


5a What are the good qualities of the people of Mali?


____________________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________________

5b What are the unethical qualities of the people of Mali?


____________________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________________
